
Meeting Minutes 
Progressive Referral Group 
Thursday, January 8, 2026 
Meetings at I-HOP 7:30 am 

 
 

President: Michael Publicover 
Vice President: Nathan Dilley 
Treasurer: Jesse Hamilton 
Secretary: Christine Simmons 
 
Members Present:  Greg Rose – American Eagle Mortgage, Jennifer  Lyon – Vinton County 
National Bank, Nathan Dilley – Geopro Imaging, Jenifer Campbell – Howard Hanna Real Estate 
Services, Jeff Metzger - Jeff Metzger Consulting, Cheryl  Barber – Lancaster Fairfield County 
Chamber, Christine Simmons – Party Plus Event Rentals, LLC, Michael Publicover – Real 
Estate Opportunity, Dave Bell – Secure Path Insurance, Katie McElry – Stebelton Snider 
 
Guests: Ed Campbell - ESP Ohio, Ken Taylor - Common Courtesy Cleaning 
 
Treasurer’s Report: $4,139.02 
Outstanding Invoices: none 
Referrals Given: 11 
Talked to someone as a result of a referral: none 
Discussed PRGL with someone outside the group: 7 
 
New Business: 
 

-​ Michael reminded members that the new year is a good time to check out the 
PRGL website and verify your business profiles are updated. Check that your 
logo, address, staffing, etc. are current.  

-​ Michael asked members their thoughts on the current PRGL logo and 
whether they felt it was time for a refresh or update.  He encouraged 
everyone to take some time to look at the website, specifically the logo for a 
possible discussion at a future meeting.   

-​ David suggested adding some updated pictures to the website.  
-​ Michael reminded those in attendance to continue to invite guests to attend 

and join the PRGL. 
 

Old Business: 
 

-​ None 
 
Announcements: 
 

mailto:nathan@geoproimaging.com


-​ Cheryl Barber announced that Chamber Connect will take place on January 
21st at The Mill Event Center with doors opening at 8:30am and the meeting 
starting at 9am. The chamber will have 13 new members speaking at this 
event. She also reminded members that the chamber was holding a ribbon 
cutting at Party Plus Event Rental in celebration of their 1 year anniversary 
that evening at 4:30pm and that a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Kiwanis 
Club Kid Zone at Tallmadge Elementary on Monday, January 12th at 
12:30pm. Cheryl reminded attendees that the State of the City address will be 
held on February 12th at the Crossroads. Registration is currently open. 

-​ Jennifer Lyon gave a brief update on Michelle Claypool’s health announcing 
she received some good news following a recent scan.  Although things are 
looking positive for Michelle, she still has another surgery and it could be an 
additional 6 to 8 weeks before she’s completely recovered.  

-​ Nathan Dilley announced he needed a speaker for February 19th and Cheryl 
Barber tentatively volunteered. 

-​ Michael encouraged members to schedule one-on-one meetings with each 
other outside of our regular meetings. 

 
Acknowledgements:  
 

-​ Michael Publicover thanked Christine Simmons and Party Plus Event Rentals 
for hosting the PRGL holiday dinner and for providing a lovely venue. 

-​ Greg Rose thanked David Bell as he assisted one of Greg’s customers with 
some insurance needs. Greg was able to finalize a deal with the customer, 
which may not have happened without David’s help. 

 
Speaker:  
 
Michael Publicover, CEO/Realtor of Real Estate Opportunity in Columbus was today’s 
speaker.   
 
Michael shared that Real Estate Opportunity does full service property management 
both residential and commercial. They focus more on commercial properties and 
investing. With a full staff they manage properties for about 70 different owners. They 
manage a half-million square feet in commercial properties and 400 residential units. 
With offices in Columbus, Lancaster and Upper Arlington they cover all of central Ohio.  
 
Michael was born in Massachusetts and is a die-hard Bruins fan. He moved to 
Ashtabula in 1988 then on to Columbus after high school.  Michael and his wife are 
nature enthusiasts loving to hike and kayak and that love for the outdoors led them to 
make their home here in Lancaster.  
 
Focusing on property management, Michael shared that one of the most valuable 
services of Real Estate Opportunity is their leasing services. With 10 to 12 sales agents 
they prefer having them do their leasing unlike other property management companies.  



Michael shared an example of a current project at 201 S. Broad Street (The Wilson 
Building) in downtown Lancaster. He provided a lot of details regarding the updates and 
remodeling of this huge project and what it will and can potentially be home to.   
Michael closed by sharing some local properties available for lease and encouraged 
members to reach out for details if interested and to feel free to refer others interested 
to him. 
 
It should be noted that Michael did open today’s meeting by providing attendees with a 
a copy of a “PRGL Small Business Tip” regarding strategic planning.  Michael plans to 
provide a small business tip at the beginning of each meeting. 
  
Our next meeting will be on January 22th beginning at 7:30 am at IHop.  
 
Bill Cipparrone of UrPCHelp.com will be our next speaker. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Christine Simmons, Secretary of PRGL 


