
Meeting Minutes 
Progressive Referral Group 

Thursday, March 5, 2026 
Meetings at I-HOP 7:30 am 

 
 

President: Michael Publicover 
Vice President: Nathan Dilley 
Treasurer: Jesse Hamilton 
Secretary: Christine Simmons 
 
Members Present:  Greg Rose - American Eagle Mortgage, Angela Fitch - Angeline’s 
Catering, Ken Taylor - Common Courtesy Cleaning, Jennifer Lyon - Friendly Bremen 
Banking Center, Nathan Dilley – Geopro Imaging, Jesse Hamilton - Hammer, Ruff & Associates 
CPA’s, Jenifer Campbell - Howard Hanna Real Estate Services, Jeff Metzger - Jeff Metzger 
Consulting, Cheryl  Barber – Lancaster Fairfield County Chamber, Christine Simmons – Party 
Plus Event Rentals, LLC, David Bell - Secure Path Insurance, Jennifer Moore - Stebelton 
Snider, Rich Haight - Variety Floors 
 
Guests: Bobbi Ross of Real Estate Opportunity 
 
Treasurer’s Report: $5,116.60 
Outstanding Invoices: none 
Referrals Given: 2 
Talked to someone as a result of a referral: 1 
Discussed PRGL with someone outside the group: 3 
 
Small Business Tip of the Week: None 
 
30 Second Commercials 
 
New Business: None 

 
Old Business: None  
 
Announcements: None 
 
Acknowledgements:  None 
 
Speaker: Christine Simmons, Co-owner of Party Plus Event Rentals 
 
Bio:​  



Christine Simmons is the proud co-owner of Party Plus Event Rentals, but in Lancaster 
and throughout Fairfield County, she’s known for something even more meaningful - her 
heart for community and her remarkable ability to connect people. 
 
Born and raised in Lancaster, Christine’s roots run deep.  A graduate of Ohio University, 
she built a 26-year career with Fairfield Federal Savings & Loan, finishing her tenure as 
Business Account Specialist.  In that role, Christine became a trusted resource for local 
businesses and nonprofits, strengthening relationships and expanding her already 
impressive community network. Her work opened doors to serve on the board of the 
Pickerington Area Chamber of Commerce and the United Way of Fairfield County, 
where her passion for service continued to grow. 
 
Her time with United Way ultimately led her to step into the role of CEO, deepening her 
commitment to improving lives across the county. Along the way, she also co-founded 
The Rivet Society, a women’s leadership group created alongside four other local 
female leaders to empower and connect women in business and community leadership. 
 
When the opportunity arose to purchase Party Plus Event Rentals, Christine embraced 
it as another way to serve the community she loves. Today, she uses her lifelong local 
connections, business expertise,and natural gift for bringing people together to support 
clients and fellow business owners alike. If someone needs a resource, an introduction, 
or a trusted referral, Christine is often the first call - and always has the perfect 
connection to share. 
 
Beyond her professional accomplishments, Christine’s greatest pride is her family. She 
and her husband, Scott, celebrated 30 years of marriage last year and are the proud 
parents of two adult sons, Morgan and Landon. In September, Morgan and his wife, 
Rachel, blessed Christine and Scott with their first grandchild.  Being “Glammie” to Ruth 
Elaine is one of Christine’s most cherished roles - and perhaps the one she wears most 
joyfully of all. 
 
Whether she’s helping execute a seamless event, mentoring emerging leaders, or 
making meaningful introductions that strengthen her community, Christine leads with 
generosity, authenticity, and an unwavering belief that we are stronger together. 
 

Following her introduction by Nathan Dilley, Christine opened by sharing some of 
the lessons learned in her first year as a new business owner as well as some of 
the updates and changes at Party Plus. She then shared a brief presentation on 
“Why Renting Party Supplies is Better than Buying”. Christine has seen 
everything from backyard birthday parties, elegant weddings, corporate events, 
festivals and graduation celebrations and one thing she has learned is that most 
people only need these items once or twice - so renting makes far more sense 
than buying. For many that have invested in purchasing tables, chairs, tents and 
linens, they still have those things stored in their homes and garages.  These 
items can be big, expensive and hard to store. Christine shared some examples 
of the cost of buying chairs, tables and tents.  She explained the difference in the 



quality of these items sold at Lowe’s, Sam’s Club, etc. compared to those items 
owned by Party Plus. She warned to be cautious when choosing a rental 
company to make sure you aren’t renting cheaper quality items that were 
purchased via bulk discount stores or even Amazon. Linens is a great example of 
something best left to rent than buy.  Linens are often ruined by stains at events 
and cheaper linens are tough to get wrinkles out for future uses. Renting can also 
eliminate the hassle of transporting and setting up.  Christine closed with some 
trivia asking attendees what is the size of Party Plus’s most rented tent and what 
is the largest tent Party Plus owns. She gave some Party Plus swag to those that 
guessed the 20x20 tent as the most rented tent and the 40x40 tent which 
expands as large as 40x100 as their biggest tent. Christine closed by thanking 
everyone for their attention and being so supportive of Party Plus over the last 
year. 

 
​  
Our next meeting will be on March 19th beginning at 7:30 am at IHop. Ken Taylor 
of Common Courtesy Cleaning will be our next speaker. 
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Christine Simmons, Secretary of PRGL 


